
 

 

Sandhills Community Primary School 

                  

                  Step by step together 

              Respect, Relationships, Responsibility, Resilience 
 
 

Dear parents and families,                                                                                            17th June 2022  

 
I always think this sort of weather is lovely if you are lounging by a pool or on the beach – not so great 
while you’re working!  
Many thanks and congratulations to the PTA for a lovely Platinum Jubilee fete which raised over £2,000 on 
the day. 
This is the time of the year when we start looking ahead to September. We are busy working out the 
staffing structure for next year and I will write to you soon with more information. 
 
Annual Review Report 
I mentioned a few weeks ago that we have had a group of headteachers looking at some aspects of the 
school and I said I would report back to you on what they found. 
In terms of the school curriculum: The review of our curriculum was very positive with a good standard of 
work in the children’s books, clear progression in subjects and the children could talk about the progress 
they were making. Our next steps are: to make sure there is clarity over how aspects of the Early Years 
curriculum move into history, geography etc as the children move up the school; to make sure children are 
clear about which learning objectives match which subjects (a little confusion from the children about 
history/geography learning) and to make sure that all of the topic work in children’s books demonstrates 
their learning. 
In terms of the school vision and values: Again, this was positive and actually further along than I had 
thought, the children knew the school values and explained how assemblies and lessons have helped them 
understand what they mean and they could give examples of demonstrating school values. They also 
talked about what “Step by step together” means to them: 

• being together while you work your way up through the school with your teachers and friends.  

• working together and being friends  

• learning step by step  

• succeeding together  

• improving and learning  

• growing as a school  

• knowing that everyone is different 
The next steps are for us are to involve families more in telling us where their children have demonstrated 

one of our school values and making sure that all our decisions over policies etc are taken with the school 

values at the centre. 

RLT Parent Survey 

On a similar topic, I have just received the parent survey results for RLT which I’ve copied below. Our 

school results are on the left, compared to the overall RLT results on the right. There are some really 

positive areas (Overall I am satisfied with most aspects of the school, My Child is happy at this school, The 

school makes sure its pupils are well behaved, The school makes me aware of what my child will learn 

during the year, The school supports my child’s wider personal development and I would recommend this 



school to another parent) and some areas we need to continue to work on (When I have raised concerns 

with the school they have been dealt with properly, The school has high expectations for my child and If 

your child have SEND, the school gives them the support they need to succeed.)  

Thank you for completing the survey, it does really help us in our planning. We will look at the data 

carefully over the coming weeks and plan actions for next year. 

 

School Football Match 
Harry and Malakai have written a short report for this week’s football match. 
We haven’t played any sport against another school for such a long time. I’d forgotten how exciting it is. 
‘Yesterday (Tuesday 14th June), the Sandhills football team played against Tetsworth. It was a great game 
with people scoring lots of goals.  Alex scored 5, Jude scored 4 and we won 13-1. We played really well, with 
nice passing and good communication. We were a little bit sloppy near the end of the game. They scored a 
lucky goal and their keeper made some nice saves. Both teams were physical so there were a few 
fouls but we dealt with it.’ 
 

 
 
Class 6H – Pizza Express visit report 
On Tuesday 14th June 2022, 6H went on a class trip to Pizza Express. 
They started their journey on a normal park and ride bus.  Then they walked down through town to Pizza 
Express. 
The pizza workers gave the children instructions to follow, this included rolling the pizza dough then 
grabbing a splat of tomato sauce.  Then they sprinkled a bit of cheese but not too much as that would make 
your pizza soggy. 



Then they walked through the meadows of Christ Church College and sat down to eat.  They finished the 
journey with a walk then went back to the bus and came back to school at 1.30pm.  As a pupil of 6H, I 
would 100% recommend. 
Madison Year Six 

Class 6SH will be going on their trip in a couple of weeks. 

 

  
 
 

Safeguarding - Governor Update 
As the safeguarding link governor, I often get embroiled in policies, procedures, weighty documents etc 
etc to ensure that children at Sandhills are kept as safe as they can be. Therefore, it was my pleasure to 
meet with some children recently to talk to them about how safe they feel in school and what they think 
the school does to help to keep them safe.  They were delightful and articulate (as ever) and were able to 
reassure me that children at Sandhills feel safe in school. They trust the adults who are charged to look 
after them. They are learning how to look after each other and know what to do if they are worried. 
I’m constantly impressed at the high standards of safeguarding in Sandhills School and it’s wonderful to 
hear for myself that the children feel the same way.  
Laura Campbell, Governor 

 
Year 2 Wow Day 
Last week, 2S dressed up for our WOW to introduce our new topic Towers, Tunnels and Turrets. We dressed 
up as knights, princes, Queens, Kings and princesses.  
The first lesson was History where we learnt about the features of a castle. Did you know that when a 
drawbridge is lifted it stops invaders from getting inside the castle? 
In the afternoon, we made castles from junk modelling. We then painted our castles on Wednesday. They 
look amazing! 
Fun Fact: We are going to Oxford Castle in a few weeks! Year 2S are very excited! 
By Izzy  

 



 
 
Pride Month 
You may have noticed all the very colourful rainbow logos around at the moment celebrating Pride 
Month.  In our school assembly last week, we celebrated the differences between us and discussed how 
we are all unique and how important it is that we all feel able to be proud of ourselves.  We considered 
how families and relationships come in many different forms and that our family may be different to 
someone else's family.  We agreed that it would be very boring if we were all the same! 
As part of this celebration, we have made a rainbow of handprints - look out for it if you come into the 
school hall for an assembly.  The different colours of the rainbow flag represent the diversity of our school 
family.  In addition to this whole school activity, it has been lovely to see other follow up work on this 
theme taking place in classes around the school 
Sue Clark 
Deputy Headteacher 

 
Class assemblies 

The dates below show the planned class assemblies. These start at 2.40pm except the Year 5 residential 
assembly which will be as below:  
 

  3H 1st July 

3S 17th June 4A 8th July 

Year 5 Fri 1st July 9am – Residential assembly   

 
Have a lovely weekend. 
Yours sincerely, 
 
Mrs Emma Coleman  
Headteacher  
 
 

Diary Dates 
The 2022-2023 term dates are on the school website at:  
https://sandhills.oxon.sch.uk/information/parents-information/term-dates/ 
 
 

Tuesday 21st June 3.30pm Year 5 Residential meeting 

Wednesday 22nd June Choir – Festival of Voices 

23rd June and 24th June  Year 5 Residential  

Friday 24th June Year 2 trip 

Tuesday 28th June Sports Day (see letter) 

Tuesday 5th July 6H Creative Writing Workshop 

https://sandhills.oxon.sch.uk/information/parents-information/term-dates/


Wednesday 6th July 6SH Creative Writing Workshop 

11th – 15th July Arts Week 

Friday 15th July Summer Disco 

Thursday 21st July 9am Leavers’ Assembly 

Thurs 21st July School closes at 1.30pm 

Tuesday 6th September School Reopens 
 
 
 
Community News 

Please see Improving Life Chances Info attached. 

 

 

 


