
 

 

Sandhills Community Primary School 

                  

                  Step by step together 

              Respect, Relationships, Responsibility, Resilience 
 
 
Dear parents and families,                                                                                                  6th April 2022  

 
We’re so close to the holidays that we can almost taste the chocolate! I believe the Easter Bunny may put in an 
appearance on Friday morning. Ramadan Mubarak to all our families observing Ramadan over the next few weeks. 
 
This has been a really challenging term with covid related absence for staff and children but there have also been 
some wonderful highlights along the way: the dance workshop back at the start of term; the Explorer Dome back in 
February; the Year 6 residential; Mars Day; International Women’s Day; Red Nose Day jokes (school favourites 
attached!) and Science Day. We’ve linked our assembly and PSHE themes of Dreams and Goals and Healthy me with 
our values of Responsibility and Respect. Over the summer term, our PSHE assembly themes will be Relationships 
and Changing Me, linked to the values of Relationships and Resilience. If you want to know more about our PSHE 
(Personal, Social and Health Education) topics please do have a look here:  
https://sandhills.oxon.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/Jigsaw-PSHE-overview.pdf 
It’s also definitely worth having a look at the new art display in the foyer if you are able to come in for a class 
assembly: this term’s art is based on the artist Jacob Lawrence - I’ll send a photo when all the pictures are up. 

 
Governors’ update 
Last week was the first time the Sandhills governing body has met in person for two years - it's nice to meet 
everyone in real life instead of on a screen! We were pleased to welcome Matt Clark back for his second term as 
parent governor, and while Chris Webster has sadly had to stand down after 2 years as co-chair and vice-chair, we 
also welcomed Josh Elliott as a new community governor. We still have one vacancy for a parent governor, please 
do contact me if you would like to know more about the role. 
We talked about how children's education is catching up from the time lost to the pandemic, how we will best 
represent the school to Ofsted when they come, and how we work as a governing body. We also know we need to 
be more visible around the school, and it was good to meet some of you at parents' evening even if Mrs Coleman 
was better at giving directions to classrooms than I was!  
Zaki Moosa, Chair of Governors 
 
Last week I had the privilege to visit the school during English lessons to look at progress in the teaching of reading 
and writing. The enthusiasm and level of engagement of the children in all of the classes were fantastic to see, and 
the presentation and quality of work were also extremely impressive. 
Matt Clarke, Parent Governor  
 
I had such a wonderful visit to the school on Monday of this week. The pure joy and excitement with which children 
across the school showed me their work was a delight - I heard about all manner of activities, from teachers and 
pupils being creative with art techniques to children enthusiastically constructing Top Trumps cards to compare 
minibeasts. Throughout the school, children were on-task and, even as a teacher myself, I was enormously 
impressed by the thoughtful and supportive way in which teachers were engaging children in conversations about 
their learning. I really did have the sense of a school in which children are supported to love learning and do their 
best and look forward to my next opportunity to visit.  
Martyn Steiner, Community Governor  

 
 
A plea from Foundation! 

https://sandhills.oxon.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/Jigsaw-PSHE-overview.pdf


We would like to enhance our Home Corner. There are a few toy items that might help and a few real-life items also. 
If you have any at home that you no longer need and are in a reasonable state, we would be most grateful if you 
could send them our way - thank you! 
Toy items required: 
Iron, Ironing Board, Buggy, Hoover, Mop and Bucket, a small chair or child's sofa 
Real life items required: 
Cutlery, utensils, scarves, hats, picnic items, e.g. plates and cup, saucepans, baking equipment e.g., muffin trays. 
 
 

Girls’ football 
The school has decided that we should start having a girls’ football day on Wednesday lunchtimes. This is because 

research has shown that fewer girls play football than boys and our school wants to encourage more female football. 
Boys can still play football at break but only girls can on Wednesday lunchtimes. We are not trying to be unfair but 

we want to help increase female sport in our school.  
By Molly  and Isabelle  in 5D  

 

 

 
 
EYFS 
EYFS class enjoyed their ‘Careers Day’ to round up their topic. They have been learning about all kinds of jobs and 
came to school dressed for a job they would like to do when they are older. We loved seeing the wide range of 
ambitious aspirations! 
 
Thank you very much to Morgan's dad who came and spoke to Year One about the importance of Easter to 
Christians.  Morgan’s dad is a Vicar at St Aldates Church in Oxford and he told us about the death and ressurection of 
Jesus at Easter and how Christians believe this shows them that they are loved.  We really appreciated this and we 
also really appreciated the Easter Eggs he shared with us all!  Thank you very much Morgan’s dad! 
 
Ramadan 
Mrs Sarfraz took our whole school assembly on Tuesday and told us all about Ramadan, the Muslim holy month of 
fasting.  We learnt about how most Muslims don't eat or drink during daylight hours which means getting up very 
early to eat breakfast!  We really enjoyed learning about this important part of the Muslim faith.  Thank you Mrs 
Sarfraz.     Sue Clark, Deputy Headteacher 
 
 
Healthy Snacks 
We have fruit or vegetable snacks in school for children in EYFS, Year 1 and Year 2. Children in Years 3-6 are welcome 
to bring in their own piece of fruit or vegetable for snack time but not crisps, biscuits or chocolate bars please.  
 

Class assemblies 
The dates below show the planned class assemblies.  
These start at 2.40pm. There is no longer a requirement to wear a mask and more than one adult per family can now 
attend.  
 

3H 29th April 4T 20th May 

5HL 6th May 2S 10th June 

1P 13th May 3S 17th June 

 



If I don’t see you before we break up, have a lovely couple of weeks and we will see you again on Tuesday 26th of 
April. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
Mrs Emma Coleman  
Headteacher  
 
 
Diary Dates 
The 2022-2023 term dates are on the school website at:  https://sandhills.oxon.sch.uk/information/parents-
information/term-dates/ 
 
 

Wednesday 6th April Class Photos 

Friday 8th April School closes at 1.30pm 

Mon 11th - Fri 22nd April Easter Holiday 

Monday 25th April INSET – School Closed 

Monday 2nd May  May Bank Holiday - School Closed  

Monday 9th May  Year 1 trip – letter to follow 

Mon 9th – Fri 13th May Year 6 SATs 

Thursday 12th May Year 4 trip 

Friday 27th May Jubilee Bank Holiday for Sandhills School 

Mon 30th May – Friday 3rd June Half Term 

Sunday 5th June - pm Platinum Jubilee Event 

Thursday 23rd June and Friday 24th June  Year 5 Residential  

Friday 24th June Year 2 trip 

Tuesday 28th June Sports Day (reserve sports day Thurs 30th June) 

Friday 15th July Summer Disco 

Thurs 21st July School closes at 1.30pm 

Tuesday 6th September School Reopens 

 

 
Community news 
 
Sunflowers For Ukraine 

Zak is growing sunflowers in their hundreds to support the work of Save The Child - Ukraine. Sunflower is the 

national and symbolic flower of peace. Their story can be found here:  

https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/zaksunflowersforukraine and https://www.facebook.com/OxfordHelpForUk

raine/posts/111861998118533 

Please support us by buying pots of sunflowers to grow them on in your own gardens, schools, streets, communities, 

allotments etc. The varieties available are Gentle Giants, Yellow Dwarf, Teddy Bear, Pudsey and Tall Mighty. We also 

have grower starter kits. For more details or to become a Champion of Sunflower, please contact Shay Vyas via the 

details in the links provided.  

https://sandhills.oxon.sch.uk/information/parents-information/term-dates/
https://sandhills.oxon.sch.uk/information/parents-information/term-dates/
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/zaksunflowersforukraine
https://www.facebook.com/OxfordHelpForUkraine/posts/111861998118533
https://www.facebook.com/OxfordHelpForUkraine/posts/111861998118533


 
 
 

Oxfordshire Wildlife Rescue – Easter Fayre 

This is on Saturday 16th April 10-4 at Chilton Village Hall, OX11 0SH. Further details can be found 

at www.oxfordshirewildliferescue.com/events-fundraising. 

We are a young charity located in Blewbury in south Oxfordshire. We are aiming to raise awareness of the issues 

facing UK wildlife as well as needing to raise funds for the care of orphaned and injured wildlife.  

Susan Renn 

Trustee 

Oxfordshire Wildlife Rescue 

Registered Charity No 1194050 

Tel 0790 320 7184 

 
 

What is ‘50 things to do before you’re five’? 

It’s a free app, which lists 50 no-cost or low-cost local activities for under-fives. The app also highlights key dates – 

including when to submit school applications, when to register with a dentist. There are also family-friendly events 

listed (running across the county, and throughout the year). 

Is it easy to download?  - Yes. Just click on one of the links below and install. 

• Apple store https://apple.co/2BLNwJh 

• Google play store https://bit.ly/3gCVsLw 

Where can I learn more about it? -  https://oxfordshire.50thingstodo.org/ 
 

http://www.oxfordshirewildliferescue.com/events-fundraising
https://apple.co/2BLNwJh
https://bit.ly/3gCVsLw
https://oxfordshire.50thingstodo.org/

