
 

 

Sandhills Community Primary School 

                  

                  Step by step together 

              Respect, Relationships, Responsibility, Resilience 
 
Dear parents and families,                                                                                   4th March 2022  
 
A rather wet start to the Year 6 residential but the daily updates suggest the mud has only added to the fun! Mrs 
Clark just messaged me to say the cleaners at the residential centre said that our Year 6s are lovely and we’ve never 
had a school so polite before. Considering all the mud they have had to deal with, that’s really wonderful to hear! 
 
Red Cross Ukrainian Appeal 
I think we all feel the need to do something to help the people of Ukraine. We looked at collecting items but most of 
the aid charities are now asking for money in order to help those in need rather than items which need to be 
transported. There will be some Red Cross collecting buckets on the playground each morning and afternoon next 
week. Any money we collect we will pass on to the Red Cross for their Ukrainian appeal.  
 
Lateness 
We all know that being late for an appointment, work or school can happen to anyone from time to time because of 
traffic or unforeseen issues. I distinctly recall my own children being late for school once because the dog escaped 
just as we were leaving and was terrorising the neighbour’s pet rabbit, although I’m not sure their teachers believed 
me! However, we all also know that being late can make for an anxious start. Children can feel uncomfortable 
coming into the class while everyone else has settled in and this can affect their readiness to learn for the whole day.  
I thought it might be worth explaining what happens at the start of each school day. The children come in, hang their 
coats up, wash their hands (usually while catching up and chatting with their friends) and then come and sit down in 
the classroom. The children will then start to settle into some morning activities, often some maths work, reading, 
handwriting or practising spellings. While this happens, the teacher completes the register and checks the lunch lists. 
Support staff will use this time to help children who need a bit of extra help to settle into the school day or do some 
extra work with some of the children.  
We will be contacting parents of children who are late regularly and if we can help, we will.  
 
Last Chance! 
Are you a scientist? Are you an engineer? Then Sandhills needs you. Sandhills would like to invite you along to 
our Science Day event on Thursday 17th March, to be a judge. We have a few enthusiastic volunteers so far, but more 
would be very welcome! 
During the day, the children will be working in groups to plan, carry out and present their own Scientific Investigation. 
Then each class will choose one group who have demonstrated brilliant Scientific understanding to come to our 
school hall.  
We will have 11 groups from across the school who have demonstrated brilliant Scientific knowledge. These 11 will 
then have the chance to present their investigations to a range of judges, who will then choose one group who show 
the best Scientific knowledge.  
If you are interested, please email 6G@sandhillsprimary.org for more information. 
Mrs Star-Harris, Science Leader 
 
Park and Stride 
On Monday 7th and Monday 14th March, Ben Spencer a researcher from Oxford Brookes University will be visiting 
Sandhills to carry out short interviews with parents about the Park and Stride Scheme at Sandhills School which will 
be audio recorded.  
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He will be stationed by the Park and Stride map at the school entrance from 2.30pm where he will be wearing a hi-
vis tabard and a Brookes lanyard. The signs, pavement markings and even the bug hotel are all part of the Park and 
Stride project.   Miss Slade 
 
WOW Badges 
A big well done to everyone that has earned a WOW badge in February.  
One hundred and twenty badges were earned and there were 2198 active journeys that month.  
Our February badge shows a sea turtle design. Did you know that there are seven different species of Sea Turtle in 
existence around the world? Climate change puts them at danger from new predators as the oceans get warmer. 
Each month there is a class who wins the WOW trophy. A big well done to 4T who came first with 86%! Runners up 
were 3H with 82% and Foundation with 81%. 
Keep up the good work Sandhills.  Miss Slade 
 
Parent Governor Election 
We sent out a letter earlier this week on ParentMail inviting nominations for our two Parent Governor 
vacancies.  These are really important roles for the governing body which play a key part in setting the future 
direction of the school and making sure it provides the best education for all its pupils. No specialist knowledge of 
teaching and education is needed, but we would like to make sure the governing body increases its understanding of 
SEN (special educational needs) and finance in particular. The deadline for nominations is Tuesday 15th March.  

 
World Book day 
It was a wonderful day in school yesterday! The children were all excited to show off their costumes, talk about and 
share their favourite books and decorate their potatoes. I did wonder whether all the Harry Potters should have 
taken their wands out on the playground but the number of spells being cast made me a bit reluctant to intervene! 
A couple of class photos below, many more on the website and, hopefully, a few to appear in the Oxford Mail. 
 

 
 

 
 
Below are some quotes from the children about the day: 
My favourite part about World Book Day was dressing up the potatoes.  I also enjoyed getting to see everyone’s 
costumes and it was a great way to find out about new books. - Indy 4A 
The thing that I liked about World Book Day was reading my favourite book out loud to somebody from another 
class.  Also I heard so many stories that I had never heard before which was really enjoyable.  It was fun dressing up 
and I loved decorating my potato so that it became a book character. - Michelle 3H 
 



Another call out for Donations 
Our EYFS class would be really grateful for any 

• Toy aeroplanes, helicopters or airport playsets 

• Soft toys of pet animals e.g. dogs, rabbits, etc 

• Dressing up costumes of doctors, vets, dentists. 
We also have some new clubs starting next week, including a crochet club, so we would also welcome: 

• Any unused balls of wool/yarn 
Please take donations to the main office, who will pass them on. Many thanks in advance. 
 
Art Bytes  
Year 5 have recently taken part in an arts competition. Here are some of the lovely images that they have made 
using water colour and pencil. The children were also lucky enough to take part in a workshop with astronomer Mary 
McIntyre, where they sketched images of some of the moon's craters and then finally used what they had learnt to 
sketch the moon.  

 

 

 

 

Class assemblies 
The dates below show the planned class assemblies.  
These start at 2.40pm (except for today’s double billing starting at 2.30pm). There is no longer a requirement to 
wear a mask and more than one adult per family can now attend.  
 

3S and 1P Friday 4th March 

6G Friday 11th March 

5HL Friday 18th March 

4A Friday 25th March 

 
Queen’s Platinum Jubilee 
Many thanks for completing the survey and your suggestions about the event. In consultation with the parish 
council, we will be going ahead with the event on the 5th June with the PTA kindly taking the lead in organising it. 
More info to follow over the coming months! 
 
Have a lovely weekend! 
 



Yours sincerely, 
 
Mrs Emma Coleman  
Headteacher  
 
Diary Dates 
 

7th – 11th March Red Cross Appeal collection before and after school 

7th – 11th March Park and Stride survey 

Monday 7th March Wild Science Workshop Years 1 and 2 

Monday 14th March Science Mars Day 

Thursday 17th March Science Day 

Friday 18th March Red Nose Day 

Tues 22nd and Wed 23rd 
March 

Parents Evenings 

Wednesday 6th April Class Photos 

Friday 8th April School closes at 1.30pm 

Mon 11th - Fri 22nd April Easter Holiday 

Monday 25th April  INSET – School Closed 

Fri 27th May – Friday 3rd June Half Term 

Sunday 5th June - pm Platinum Jubilee Event 

Friday 15th July Summer Disco 

Thurs 21st July School closes at 1.30pm 

Monday 5th September School Reopens 

 
 


