
 

 

Sandhills Community Primary School 

                  

                  Step by step together 

              Respect, Relationships, Responsibility, Resilience 
 
 
Dear parents and families,                                                                                         21st January 2022  
 
Lots of lovely photos in this newsletter, including some snaps of the dance workshop and of Year 4 reading their 
stories to Year 3. 
A reminder to use the pathway at the side of the car park, it is dangerous to walk or cycle through the staff car park 
on the way into and out of school. Thank you. 
 
Computing 
I would like to share with you what the children were doing in Computing at Sandhills last term. Please take the time 
to have a look here: https://padlet.com/sandhills/computing and see what each year group has been doing. We will 
continue to update this throughout the year. Lots of great work has been done so far and I enjoy hearing lots of 
positive feedback from children and other teachers about their computing lessons. 
Mrs Sam Taylor 
Computing Leader 
 
'Green Seasoning' 
We have recently started to add some 'green seasoning' to topics in each year group. This idea has come from one of 
our governors, Martyn Steiner.  This means that we have been looking for opportunities to add learning which 
teaches children about sustainability. There are so many broad ranging topics and ideas that we are sprinkling these 
into our existing curriculum, rather than doing standalone lessons with no context. An example might be learning 
about the journey of a river, but also exploring the journey that litter and plastic might make and how it then 
reaches the sea. We are committed to developing the children's knowledge of climate change and how to live a 
more sustainable life.  
Mrs H-L and Miss Armstrong 

 

Class assemblies 
The dates below show the planned class assemblies. At the moment, we plan to go ahead with them but if we have 
to cancel for any reason, we will let you know and provide a recorded version wherever possible. 
These start at 2.40pm. Please wear a face mask (unless exempt).  

   3S Friday 4th March 

3H Friday 21st January  6G Friday 11th March 

5D (this has been swapped with 

5HL) 

Friday 28th January  5HL Friday 18th March 

2S Friday 4th February  4A Friday 25th March 

4T Friday 11th February    

1P Friday 18th January    

 
Dance Workshop 
We had great fun in school last Thursday with all classes taking part in dance workshops led by Emily, a visiting 
teacher from Dance Days Workshops.  Different year groups chose different themes for their workshop: EYFS did a 
dance based on The Three Little Pigs; Year One and Two did a musical dance workshop; Years Three and Four learnt 
a dance based around the 60s based musical Hairspray and Year Five and Six danced to the 80s classic Fame!  It was 

https://padlet.com/sandhills/computing


a day full of energy, enthusiasm and lots of smiles (and that included from the adults).  Dance was one of the 
curriculum areas that was a challenge during the lockdowns so it was great to be able to have a day focusing on this 
part of the PE curriculum. 
Mrs Clark 
PE Leader 

 

  

  

 

 

Story Reading 

Last week, Year Four shared some of the stories that they had written with Year Three. The children took great pride 

in reading out their stories to a live audience. It was a super experience for both years! 

 

 

 
 



  

  

 
  

 
Agents for Change 
Today, four children from Year Five have attended an Agents for Change workshop today at Bayards Hill Primary 
School. The workshop followed on from the Equally Safe workshops that took place in Key Stage Two classes last 
term. Molly, Malachi, Christopher and Hela have spent the day thinking and learning about issues related to identity 
based bullying including religion, different families and gender. I am exceptionally proud of their thoughtful 
contributions throughout the day - they have represented our school brilliantly. The children will be sharing some of 
the work they have done with all the children in our school over the next few weeks. 
 

 
 
Term dates 
We’ve had a few questions about the additional Bank Holiday during the May half term for the Queen’s Platinum 
Jubilee. There has always been one bank holiday during the May half term but this year there will be two (it shows as 
the Monday on the term time dates but they actually fall on the Thurs and Fri during half term). Schools were asked 
to choose an additional day during term time so that staff had the additional Bank Holiday. I mentioned in a 
newsletter earlier in the year that we have chosen to take the Friday before half term (May 27th) as our additional 
Bank Holiday and the school will be closed on that day and reopen on Monday June 6th.  



We should get the 2022-23 term dates out soon but just as a heads up – the school will reopen after the summer 
break on Monday 5th September 2022. 
You can find all the term dates here: https://sandhills.oxon.sch.uk/information/parents-information/term-dates/ 
Please note that Monday 28th February (just after half term) is an INSET day and the school will be closed. 
 
Have a lovely weekend! 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
Mrs Emma Coleman  
Headteacher  
 
Community News 
Oxfordshire County Council’s Road Safety Team are looking to improve the current Road Safety advice available to 
parents and carers and are looking to get information and feedback from as many parents / carers of primary school 
children as possible to achieve this. There is a letter from the Road Safety Team attached to this newsletter. 
 

https://sandhills.oxon.sch.uk/information/parents-information/term-dates/

