
Curriculum Statement – Writing at Sandhills

Our English Units of Work are based around high quality texts which
have been carefully chosen to ensure that the children get to experience
a diverse range of texts which contain quality vocabulary and become
progressively more complex as the children move up the school.
Through each unit of work, the children immerse themselves in the text
focusing on speaking and listening and reading. The children then use
what they have read and learnt and practice applying this to their own
writing, focusing on vocabulary, grammar and punctuation which is
specific to their year group. Modelled writing plays a prominent role in
the teaching of writing across the school where the teacher models the
thought processes of a writer as they construct a piece of writing. This
allows children to see what a high quality piece of writing looks like and
also how to go about achieving it.

At the start and end of each unit of work, the children complete an
independent piece of work in order to show the progress that has been
made. At the beginning of each unit the children have targets which they
will be taught and then implement in their work, not only in English but
also across the wider curriculum. These targets are differentiated
according to the needs of the child. Finally, the children will write and
publish their own independent piece of work. This gives the children a
purpose for writing which they find motivating and stimulating. The
children will have the opportunity to share this work, whether it is through
sharing their story with another class or creating a class book.
Proofreading and editing are an important part of this process.

We believe that children should have regular and purposeful
opportunities to apply the skills they have learnt through extended pieces
of writing. It is important that this takes place not only in English lessons
but across the whole curriculum. Therefore teachers identify in their
planning lessons from the whole curriculum where it is appropriate and
meaningful for the children to use these skills. The target cards that are
present in English books are also in other books to promote high
expectations in all forms of writing.



At Sandhills Primary School we teach the children a continuous cursive
handwriting style. This is taught and modelled discretely on a regular
basis and used in all lessons.

Phonics is taught daily using the Read Write Inc. Scheme in EYFS and
Key Stage 1. This has been extended into Key Stage 2 for those
children who still require more support to help them access the
curriculum. Across the school there is a spelling investigation lesson
each week.

Although primarily a reading based programme, it links together both
reading and writing skills as they are closely linked.

By the time that children leave our school, we want the children to be
able to write in order to fulfill a range of activities which include writing
but also to enjoy the creative side of writing.


