
Curriculum Statement – Reading at Sandhills

We believe in surrounding the children with a diverse range of
language-rich, high quality texts.  All English units of work are based
around a text which becomes progressively more complex as the
children move up the school.  Through each unit of work, the children
immerse themselves in the text initially focusing on speaking and
listening and reading.  We want all children to develop a love of stories
and reading.

Phonics is taught daily using the Read Write Inc. Scheme in EYFS and
Key Stage 1. This has been extended into Key Stage 2 for those
children who still require more support to help them access the
curriculum. The programme is carefully structured to ensure that they
develop their recognition of sounds and their ability to blend them into
words. In Key Stage 1, the children read books which are carefully
matched to their current reading level. They also take home a book at
this level so that they can read independently as well as choosing a book
that can be shared with an adult.

The teaching of Reading is taught in a variety of ways. As well as
English lessons which have an explicit reading focus, Guided Reading is
taught three times a week in an inclusive Whole Class manner. A
specifically chosen high quality text is used to teach each of the different
reading skills which has been modelled by the teacher. Whole class
reading occurs daily where the children get to develop their love of
books and enjoy a high-quality text altogether. There is also a focus on
introducing and explaining new vocabulary. Children also read regularly
with an adult on a one-to-one basis. Sometimes the children participate
in 1:1 phonics work or Echo Reading sessions depending on the needs
of the child.

By the time they leave our school, we want the children to be able to
read so that they are able to access a world that is full of words.
However, more than that, we want the children to have a love of books
and stories that will help to make them inquisitive and curious members
of society.


