
 

 

Sandhills Community Primary School 

                  Step by step together 

              Respect, Relationships, Responsibility, Resilience 
 
 
Dear parents and families,                                                                           Friday 5th November 
 
Welcome back after half term.  
Firstly, huge congratulations to Miss Pirie who got married at the start of half term. She has chosen Mrs Jeffery-Pirie 
as her new name although she is happy to stick to Mrs Pirie in school!  
 
Staffing news 
Our wonderful site manager, Mr Pitt, is taking well deserved retirement at Christmas. We will all miss him, but I will 
say more on that nearer the time.  
It does mean we are currently advertising for the post so if you know anyone who might be interested, please point 
them to the advert here: https://www.tes.com/jobs/vacancy/site-manager-sandhills-primary-school-oxford-1509990 
 
Nut Free School 
A reminder that we have several children in school with severe nut allergies and, to protect those children, we 
operate a nut free policy as a school. This includes items brought for lunch, snacks during the school day and 
birthday treats. If you provide your child with a snack for the journey home, please make sure it is nut free or isn’t 
given to them until they are away from the school premises. Thank you. 
 

Christmas Plays and Nativity 

Even with some restrictions on what we can do, we still wanted the children and their families to have some of the 

Christmas traditions this year, as safely as we can. If we have to make any changes or cancel, we will let you know as 

soon as possible. 

Foundation Stage will be doing an outside nativity in the Foundation Stage outdoor area at 2pm on the 14th of 

December (with a reserve date of the 15th in case it is pouring with rain or snowing heavily on 14th). This will be 

recorded for any families who can’t come to watch. 

Phase 1 (Years 1-3) will be holding a carol concert on the school playground at 4.30pm on the 8th of December to 

which all Phase 1 parents and families are invited. 

Phase 2 (Years 4-6) will be singing Christmas songs and Christmas poetry on the playground on the 15th December, 

time to be confirmed. 

 

Anti-bullying week 

Anti-Bullying Week starts on Monday 15th November.  The theme this year is 'One Kind Word’, and we will be doing 

work on this in school over the course of the week.  The week starts with 'Odd Socks Day' and all the children are 

invited to wear 'odd socks' to school on Monday 15th November to help us recognise that everyone is unique and 

different and that we all need to be treated with kindness and respect.   

Andy Day from CBBC and CBeebies is patron of the Anti-Bullying Alliance will be recording a song to celebrate Odd 

Socks Day - you can find out more information here https://anti-bullyingalliance.org.uk/anti-bullying-week/odd-

socks-day/andy-and-odd-socks 

We hope you will encourage your child to join in and wear odd socks on Monday 15th November to help get the 

week off to a memorable start. 

Mrs Clark 

Deputy Headteacher 

 
 

https://www.tes.com/jobs/vacancy/site-manager-sandhills-primary-school-oxford-1509990
https://anti-bullyingalliance.org.uk/anti-bullying-week/odd-socks-day/andy-and-odd-socks
https://anti-bullyingalliance.org.uk/anti-bullying-week/odd-socks-day/andy-and-odd-socks


Walk to School 
A big well done to everyone that has earned a WOW badge this month.  

An amazing 161 badges were earned and there have been 3030 active journeys this month. 

Our October 2021 badge design shows the Petronas Towers which stand in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia. These 

skyscrapers officially opened in 1999. They both have 88 floors and are connected approximately halfway up by a sky 

bridge. 

I look forward to seeing the children wear this badge with pride. 

Each month there is a class who wins the WOW trophy and for October it is 3S with 96% of the class travelling to 

school in an eco-friendly way. Runners up were 2S with 95% and 4T with 94%.  

Miss Slade 

 
Times Table Rockstars 
Year 3 - 6 will be participating in the TTRS England Rock's tournament from Monday 8th November (7:30am) through 
to Thursday 11th November (7:30pm).  
There are prizes and certificates to be given out to the class with the best overall average (nationally) and we will 
celebrate the most successful class in school too! 
Ms Davies 
 
School Lunches 
As you know we have moved to a new school caterer this week. The lunches are lovely – I have tested a couple (for 
research purposes, obviously!) and the children seem to be enjoying them. There were a few teething problems with 
the new technology, but we seem to be in the swing of things now. 
Just a couple of points to note. Even if your child doesn’t have school lunches regularly, you do still need to register if 
they are likely to want Christmas lunch or in a “forgotten packed lunch” emergency. Also, please talk to your child 
about the lunch choice you have made for them. Due to the allergy regulations, the kitchen staff can only give the 
child what has been ordered for them and a few children haven’t agreed with the choices their parents have made 
for them!  Can we also remind you that payment for school lunches should be made using the new system and not 
on ParentMail. 
 
Terra-cycle Scheme 
After a large success of the Terra-cycle Scheme (before lockdown), we would like to re-launch this. Below are the 
items which we can now recycle through the scheme. If you would like to participate, please pass any recycling in a 
bag to Mrs Star-Harris (6SH). Please separate out each of the recyclable items, or the bag will not be accepted. The 
boxes will be located inside 6SH, due to the weather damaging the boxes outside of the classroom. Let’s see how 
many bags of recycling we can save from land fill! 
Mrs Star-Harris 
 

  
 

   
 
 
 



 
 
Class Assemblies  
 

1P Friday 5th Nov at 2.40pm 
6G Friday 12th Nov at 2.40pm 
3S Friday 19th Nov at 2.40pm 
5D Friday 26th Nov at 2.40pm 
4A Friday 3rd Dec at 2.40pm 

 
Term dates 
You can find all the term dates here: https://sandhills.oxon.sch.uk/information/parents-information/term-dates/ 
This half term finishes on Friday 17th December at 1.30pm and school reopens on Wednesday 5th January 2022. 
 
Have a lovely weekend everyone. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
Mrs Emma Coleman 
Headteacher  
 
A message we have been asked to share from the NHS: 
Winter viruses 

This winter, compared to last, there is a higher risk of catching a winter virus because people are getting more 

exposure to common viral infections. 

COVID-19, flu, norovirus and respiratory syncytial virus (RSV) could all be in circulation at the same time in 

Oxfordshire. 

For the majority of children, these illnesses will not be serious, and they will soon recover, but it’s important we do all 

we can to minimise the chance of them spreading. 

Vaccinations are an important part of reducing that risk – so please do ensure you and your families get the vaccines 

you are offered – but there is a lot more we can do at home, work and school. 

If your child has any symptoms of COVID-19 – a temperature, a persistent cough or a loss of taste or smell, book them 

a PCR test. This can be done at gov.uk/get-coronavirus-test. 

If you don’t have symptoms or you just feel more generally unwell, those over 12 years of age should regularly test 

for COVID-19 using an LFD test. These can be collected at pharmacies, ordered online, or you can get them through 

secondary schools. 

If your child is unwell – for example has an upset tummy, is nauseous, has a temperature, a bad cough or is sneezing 

a lot – keep them at home and follow the relevant guidance. 

Ensure you encourage your family to keep washing and drying their hands. Almost 80% of illness-causing germs are 

transmitted by the hands. Drying them can remove 99% of those germs so it’s important to do both. 

Throw away used tissues and keep surfaces wiped down. They can harbour germs and so increase the risk of the 

viruses spreading. 

If you know someone is not well, then try to stay away from them. It’s obvious, but the closer you are, the more likely 

you are to catch the virus they have. 

More information on winter viruses can be found through the links below. 

Oxfordshire Clinical Commissioning Group leaflet about managing your child’s health 

Oxfordshire Clinical Commissioning Group leaflet on bronchiolitis 

Oxfordshire Clinical Commissioning Group leaflet on fever 

0 – 18 NHS website 
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https://www.oxfordshireccg.nhs.uk/documents/patient-info/health-advice/paediatric-bronchiolitis-advice-sheet.pdf
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