
Geography Curriculum Statement

Intent
At Sandhills the study of geography teaches children the skills and
knowledge they need to begin to make sense of the world around them
and prepare them for the next step of their educational journey.  The
teaching of Geography promotes the children’s interest and
understanding of diverse places, people, resources and natural and
human environments. We follow the National Curriculum and new
EYFS framework for Geography.  We take every opportunity to thread
diversity and inclusion through our teaching and to reinforce our school
values - respect, relationships, responsibility and resilience.
We welcome our duties under the Equality Act 2010 to eliminate
discrimination, advance equality of opportunity and foster good relations
in relation to age, disability, gender reassignment, marriage and civil
partnership, pregnancy and maternity, race and ethnicity, religion or
belief, sex and sexual orientation.

Implementation Geography is taught through carefully chosen topics which allow links to
be made with other curriculum areas.  This helps to ensure that children
develop the relevant and related cultural capital. Maps, images and
other carefully chosen resources are used to support teaching and
learning. Work is recorded in topic books and on displays around the
school.
All staff have high expectations of all children and where necessary,
scaffolding is used to ensure all children have access to learning.  We
use ‘flashback’ as a retrieval technique to help children to remember
more.  Where appropriate, educational visits and wow days are
organised to enrich the teaching and learning in Geography.

Impact
As a result of high quality teaching and learning in Geography, children
will develop the knowledge and skills to help explore and understand the
world around them.  This will include knowledge of different places,
resources, natural and human environments.  They will be prepared for
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the next stage of their learning when they leave Sandhills Primary
School.
Information is gathered through talking to children, looking in books and
ongoing formative assessment.  The information gathered is used to
inform future planning.

Aims
● To develop geographical skills and concepts
● To appreciate the world’s physical diversity
● To develop an informed concern about the future and enhance their

sense of responsibility
● To carry out geographical enquiry and interpret geographical

information

Coverage
and

Progression

EYFS pupils should:

● Describe their immediate environment using knowledge from
observation, discussion, stories, non-fiction texts and maps.

● Explain some similarities and differences between life in this
country and life in other countries, drawing on knowledge from
stories, non-fiction texts and (when appropriate) maps.

● Know some similarities and differences between the natural world
around them and contrasting environments, drawing on their
experiences and what has been read in class.

● Understand some important processes and changes in the
natural world around them, including the seasons.

Key Stage 1 pupils should be taught about:
● Locational Knowledge: name the world’s seven continents and

five oceans and be able to name, locate and identify
characteristics of the four countries and capital cities of the
United Kingdom and its surrounding sea

● Place knowledge: understand geographical similarities and
differences through studying the human and physical geography
of a small area of the United Kingdom, and of a small area in a
contrasting non-European country

● Human and physical geography: identify seasonal and daily
weather patterns in the United Kingdom and the location of hot
and cold areas of the world in relation to the Equator and the
North and South Poles; use basic geographical vocabulary to
refer to key physical features and key human features

● Geographical skills and fieldwork: use world maps, atlases and
globes to identify the United Kingdom and its countries, as well as
the countries, continents and oceans studied at this key stage;
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use simple compass directions and locational and directional
language to describe the location of features and routes on a
map; use aerial photographs and plan perspectives to recognise
landmarks and basic human and physical features; devise a
simple map; and use and construct basic symbols in a key; use
simple fieldwork and observational skills to study the geography
of their school and its grounds and the key human and physical
features of its surrounding environment.

Key Stage 2 pupils should be taught about:
● Locational knowledge: locate the world’s countries, using maps to

focus on Europe and North and South America, concentrating on
their environmental regions, key physical and human
characteristics, countries, and major cities; name and locate
counties and cities of the United Kingdom, geographical regions
and their identifying human and physical characteristics, key
topographical features and land-use patterns, and understand
how some of these aspects have changed over time; identify the
position and significance of latitude, longitude, Equator, Northern
Hemisphere, Southern Hemisphere, the Tropics of Cancer and
Capricorn, Arctic and Antarctic Circle, the Prime/Greenwich
Meridian and time zones

● Place knowledge: understand geographical similarities and
differences through the study of human and physical geography
of a region of the United Kingdom, a region in a European
country, and a region within North or South America

● Human and physical geography: describe and understand key
aspects of physical geography and human geography

● Geographical skills and fieldwork: use maps, atlases, globes and
digital/computer mapping to locate countries and describe
features studied; use the eight points of a compass, four and
six-figure grid references, symbols and key to build their
knowledge of the United Kingdom and the wider world; use
fieldwork to observe, measure, record and present the human
and physical features in the local area

Records
and

Assessment

● Pupils’ experiences and achievements in Geography are recorded
throughout, and at the end of each phase

● Assessments are made through:
o Observing
o Listening
o Questioning
o measuring

Inclusion ● We are committed to Inclusion
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● We aim to identify, understand and overcome barriers to participation
and belonging

● We provide equal opportunities for all learners regardless of age,
gender, ethnicity, impairment, medical concerns, attainment or
background

Safety ● All activities will take place with due regard to the health and safety
of all participants

● Risk Assessments for are maintained and appropriate equipment is
regularly checked

Review ● This curriculum statement will be reviewed regularly by the subject
leader
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