
 

 

Sandhills Community Primary School 

             Step by step together 

Respect, Relationships, Responsibility, Resilience 

 
 

 
 
Dear parents and families,                                                                             Friday 24th September 2021 
 
Let’s start with some wonderful news – our school has been awarded the Primary Science Quality Mark (PSQM)! 
 

 
 

As if enough hadn’t been going on over the last couple of years, we have been training staff, getting the children’s 
views on science, organising and buying science equipment and developing how we teach science in the school, ably 
led by Mrs Star-Harris (formerly Miss Green) and assisted by Mrs Pagett. If you would like to know more about the 
things we have been working on do have a look at the science page on the school website here 
https://sandhills.oxon.sch.uk/curriculum-information/foundation-subjects/science/ . Here is the feedback from the 
assessors: 
“It has been a pleasure to review this submission and to see the huge progress your school has made on the journey 
through to PSQM submission. The passion of your Science Leader is clear and has really driven Science through school 
in a most positive and effective way. The pupils are obviously so engaged and have benefited enormously. It will be 
important to continue this journey which I know you have planned for- effective targets have been set for the future 
to ensure strategies are fully embedded and progression continues. Many congratulations on all of your hard work 
across the school.”  Kate Sutton 
“Many congratulations on a submission that oozes enthusiasm and passion for making science teaching and learning 
the best it can be, and, of course, on your richly deserved PSQM.” Clare Warren, Senior Regional Hub Leader 
 
 
School Council 
Congratulations to our newly elected school councillors: 
Robin, Rose, Suleman, Charlotte, Millie, Mary-Rose, Indy, Abigail, Daisy, Amy, Jack, Lacey-Mae, Bella, Tom, Alex, 
Cayla, Nicole, Leo, Tommy and Charlotte. 
The first thing the school council have been asked to think about is which children’s charity we should support this 
year and what fundraising ideas the children have.  
 
 
Buddy Event 
Those of you with older children may remember that before Covid, we used to hold two or three buddy events each 
year.  A buddy event is where children are put into mixed age groups with children from all the other classes. On 
Thursday afternoon, we were delighted to be able to have our first buddy event of the new academic year.   
The activity was all about community and the different types of communities that we all belong to - I hope your child 
might be able to tell you about some of the ones we talked about!  In particular, we focussed on our school 
community and celebrated the fact that we are now able to come together more - still in a careful manner.  The 

https://sandhills.oxon.sch.uk/curriculum-information/foundation-subjects/science/


children all completed a colourful puzzle piece, and these will all be joined together in a display in the entrance hall to 
represent all the individuals that make up our school community.  We had a lovely afternoon with lots of examples of 
the older children helping and looking after the younger children which is always very heart-warming to see.  I will 
send you a picture of the display once it has been put together! 
Mrs S Clark 
Sue Clark 
Deputy Headteacher 
 
 
Music lessons 
Guitar Lessons: Nick teaches guitar in small groups to older children in KS2. He will be holding an assembly shortly for 
Year 5 as he only has limited spaces - more information will follow shortly. 
All brass or woodwind instruments: Through Music For Schools, https://www.mfsf.org.uk, and the marvellous Pat 
Aitken. You can contact them on 03453752466 or enrol your child on their website. There will also be an evening 
event when your child can come to try out different instruments next term, which we will let you know about nearer 
the time.  
Piano Lessons: We also offer piano lessons to all ages - please see the flyer attached for more information.  
 
 
Ofsted update 
When Sandhills converted to an academy in September 2018, it effectively became a new school for Ofsted and the 
DFE. Ofsted had previously planned to visit new schools like ours between 2 and 3 years of opening so we were 
expecting a visit during the last academic year. However, during most of the academic year 2020-2021, all but the 
most urgent of Ofsted inspections were suspended and the time scales for an inspection were revised for September 
2021 onwards. This makes our window between 3 and 5 years of opening, so we now have a two year “window” and 
can expect a visit any time between now and July 2023.  
Ofsted phone the day before their visit and as soon we get the call, we will let you know! 
Although we have come a long way in three years in improving many aspects of the school, we know there is still a 
lot to do and we know we aren’t where we had hoped to be at this point, having had to revise our priorities because 
of the circumstances. With your support, we will continue the school improvement journey together and this is 
where your feedback from the July survey (mentioned in the last newsletter) is so very helpful. 
 
 
Year 6 Secondary Applications 
A reminder that secondary applications need to be completed by the end of October. 
 
 
Class Assemblies (reminder from last newsletter) 
We know that many of you have missed coming into school to see you child’s class assembly so it was important for 
us to work out a way of making that happen as soon as we can but as safely as we can.  
We have decided to start to invite families in to school to share the weekly class assemblies, just one adult per child 
please. At the same time, we will also video the assembly and share it on Google Classroom after the assembly, as 
we know that many families are unable to attend during the school day and some of our families are understandably 
cautious about coming into school at the moment. 
We won’t have all of the children in the hall during the class assemblies for now, just a couple of classes to provide 
an audience, and we will record or live stream to the other classes at the same time. This means that we can keep 
plenty of open space in the hall during the assembly and a gap between our visitors and the children. 
The class assemblies will run: 
 

  1P Friday 5th Nov at 2.40pm 
3H Friday 24th Sept at 2.40pm 6G Friday 12th Nov at 2.40pm 
5HL Friday 1st Oct at 2.40pm 3S Friday 19th Nov at 2.40pm 
2S Friday 8th Oct at 2.40pm 5D Friday 26th Nov at 2.40pm 
4T Friday 15th Oct  at 2.40pm 4A Friday 3rd Dec at 2.40pm 

 
 
 

https://www.mfsf.org.uk/


RLT Parent Survey 
Please visit the following weblink to read a letter from the Chief Executive of RLT. The letter provides feedback about 
the surveys conducted at the end of the summer term: https://riverlearningtrust.org/survey-2021/ 
 
Term dates 
We have added the extra Bank Holiday for the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee in on May 27th next year, the day before half 
term, to match with Wheatley Park’s term dates. You can find all the term dates here: 
https://sandhills.oxon.sch.uk/information/parents-information/term-dates/ 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
Mrs Emma Coleman 
Headteacher  
 
Community News and Events  
Barton Annual Bash 
We have our annual Barton Bash coming up on Saturday 25th September. I have attached the flyer for the bash.  
Many Thanks,  
Tyisha Akins 

 
Pre-school Job Advert 
Please also see the attached job advert from Sandhills Pre-school. 
 
Rugby open event 
Please see the attached for Gosford Rugby event. 
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