
Australian Art Week 

Activity 1: Watch this clip about Australia. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=f0PvMmTAUAQ 

 

Design a postcard - choose a natural habitat to draw (look at the images in the resource 

pack) – tropical rainforest, mangroves, desert, bush, beach. You may wish to take inspiration 

from Albert Namatjira who was a contemporary artist who painting Australia landscapes.  

https://manyhandsart.com.au/about/albert-namatjira/ 

 

Resources: Postcard template; images of habitats; magazines or coloured paper; scissors; OR 

water colours; paint brushes OR coloured pencils. Mangrove PPT; Australian Desert PPT.  

 

Younger children: Use magazine, wrapping 

paper or coloured paper to make a collage of 

your favourite Australian habitat. 

Older children: Use watercolour (or coloured 

pencils give a similar look) to make a 

landscape image in the style of Albert 

Namatjira.  

Challenge: You may wish to make a postcard 

with 4 habitats included on the front. (Use 

the challenge template!) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

You might also want to think about the effect 

of the bush fires in Australia.  

Activity 2: WALT: Use Indigenous Australian artwork techniques.  

 

In this task you will learn how to use dots and natural shapes to create art. Look at this 

website… https://art-educ4kids.weebly.com/aboriginal-art-and-patterning.html It’s also 

worth watching this video… https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4JQkinXVd1s. Look at some 

of the images in the resources for inspiration!  

 

You will need a stick with a flat end, like the flat end of a kebab stick! [Please ask an adult to 

help you with this,] or the end of a paint brush or cotton bud for a much safer tool! Try to 

re-do the habitat you made in Task 1 but using the techniques you have just been shown. You 

will need to make this much more simple, it should focus on one element of your picture from 

Task 1.  

 

Remember – red is not used in indigenous Australian artwork as it symbolises blood! Try to 

use colours only found in nature – blacks, whites, yellows, oranges and browns for a more 

authentic look or use other colours for a more contemporary look.  

 

Resources: Images from Task 1 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=f0PvMmTAUAQ
https://manyhandsart.com.au/about/albert-namatjira/
https://art-educ4kids.weebly.com/aboriginal-art-and-patterning.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4JQkinXVd1s


                  Paint 

                  A cotton bud/flat headed stick/use the end of a paint brush 

                  Paper 

Younger children  

Make a picture which explores the different 

patterns used by indigenous Australians. 

(See Resources.) Explore and experiment 

with using dots to make your picture, keep it 

simple and have fun!  

Older children  

Make sure you paint the background of your 

paper first and let it dry before you paint (in 

dots) on top.  

Challenge 

Can you use only natural tools to make your 

artwork? You might use a stick or feather. 

You might even try to make your own natural 

paint using charcoal or crushed stones, but 

that needs adult support if you want to do 

that!  
 

Activity 3: The Amazing Flora of Australia!  

 

Watch this video first! Australia is home to a huge range of strange and unusual plants!! 

When Captain Cook arrived in Sydney, with naturalist Joseph Banks on the HMB Endeavour, 

Banks and his team made the first scientific collections of Australian flora (that’s the fancy 

word for flowers!) Their specimens were sketched by Sydney Parkinson, who made beautiful 

illustrations of the plants. They discovered a new world of interesting plants and renamed 

the bay Botany Bay (botany is the study of plants.)  

 

This is your opportunity to make a jungle garland and jazz up your living 

room/bedroom/house or your can go further and make an exciting flora garland! Watch this 

video, it tells you a bit about Captain James Cook, who was one of the first European people 

to visit Australia. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=m5PDnMtMqds    

 

This video explains a bit about the history of 

James Cook’s arrival. Do you think he was right to 

travel to new places? How do you think the 

indigenous Australians would have felt? 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=N1XnnFuqsVE 

 

Look at this website from the Natural History 

Museum. It has lots of the original drawings made 

by the botanists on their arrival in Australia. 

There is also a list of all the amazing plants you can find in Australia here.  

 

Method: Watch this video for hints and tips! You will need to either have a go at drawing the 

leaves yourself out of green paper, or you can use my templates. I draw on one piece of 

paper and then place another two pieces of paper beneath my drawing. This way I know I will 

cut out 3 identical leaf shapes.  

 

https://youtu.be/DGep6DQK4U8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=m5PDnMtMqds
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=N1XnnFuqsVE
https://www.nhm.ac.uk/discover/endeavour/search?country=Australia&page=1
https://www.bhg.com.au/australian-native-plants
https://youtu.be/9iAphaUlGKc


Then all you need to do is attach them to some string. TOP TIP: They will look better if you 

make odd numbers of leaves, at least 3 or 5 of each type of leaf.  

 

Younger children: Use the templates to 

make your own Australian jungle garland out 

of green paper and string as suggested 

above.  

Older children: Make a flora garland. You will 

need to make the jungle garland first and 

then add the amazing flowers of Australia! 

You can do this using pipe cleaners and tissue 

paper, or you could simply draw your flowers 

on white card, colour them in and then cut 

them out and stick them on. Make at least 3 

of the same kind of flower and spread them 

out along your garland. You could also make a 

tree branch instead, out of brown or black 

paper and attach it to a wall (with an adult’s 

permission!) then add the leaves and flowers 

to the branch. Please take a photo when you 

are done!!  

Challenge: Make 

your own scientific 

drawing of some of 

the amazing flora 

of Australia, in the 

style of the original 

botany bay 

botanists.   

 

Activity 4: WALT: Sing some traditional Australian songs.      

 

Method: Click the link to learn the song Give Me a Home Among the Gum Trees… 

https://youtu.be/MLWzPQmd5sc 

 

Have a listen to the songs included in the links.   

Younger children  

Sing this version of the Kookaburra song…  

 

Sing Waltzing Matilda (This song is a 

little dark, but the video helps to 

lighten it. Adults you may want to 

watch it first to check you are happy 

with it.) 

Older children  

Sing along with this version of the 

Kookaburra song… 

 

Sing A Sailor Went to Sea – (it gets to 

tricky) and sing Botany Bay.  

Challenge  

 

Can you make up your own Australian folk 

song? You could think about what life would 

Botany Bay is sung from the perspective of a 

convict (prisoner.) Thousands of convicts 

were brought to Australia hundreds of years 

ago to serve their prisoner sentence building 

https://youtu.be/MLWzPQmd5sc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ysaskdFpPz8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lsvNUv5x37o
https://youtu.be/UHlYO9dwnac
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5s5lHe-PFhI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CKgXldJb5p4


have been like for a convict. Read this 

article to give you a bit more information.  

 

roads and buildings. The Horrible Histories 

song helps to explain it! Listen here.  

 

Activity 5: WALT: make a rainbow serpent.    

 

In ancient Australian culture, the indigenous people told stories of how the world was made. 

The Dreamtime is the period of time, in which life was created according to Indigenous 

Australian  culture. Dreaming is the word used to explain how life came to be; it is the 

stories and beliefs behind creation. It is called different names in different Aboriginal 

languages, such as: Ngarranggarni, Tjukula Jukurrpa. 

 

Read or listen to the story of The Rainbow Serpent. (PPT attached)  

 

Method: Then make your own rainbow serpent and choose how you will make it below.  Watch 

this video for some clues of what to do.   

Younger children  

Draw a rainbow serpent yourself or use 

the template provided. Colour your 

rainbow serpent in first, before you cut 

it out. Ask an adult for help if you find 

it tricky to cut out the snake.  

 

Older children  

If you have an old paper plate, draw a snake 

pattern onto it and draw or paint your decorations 

onto the plate, (it’s easier when it’s not cut up.) 

Then cut in a spiral shape along the lines you have 

made to turn it into a rainbow snake.  

 

Challenge 

Make your own snake using rolled up 

newspaper. Make your own paper mache 

out of glue and water or watered down 

PVA glue and papier mache over the top 

of your snake. Let it dry and then paint 

it in a beautiful rainbow pattern or your 

choice.  

Older children only: Watch this clip about the 

Rainbow Serpent. It 

explores some of the 

snakes of Australia.  

 

Activity 6: Create an indigenous Australian painting of an Australian animal.  

 

Look through the Australian Animals PPT – Now you have learnt more about Indigenous 

Australian painting you can use whatever colours you like and draw and paint an Australian 

animal. There are many unique animals in Australia and lots to choose from!  

 

Resources: Colouring pencils or paint 

                  Pencil and then go over your work in a black pen to draw  

                  Plain paper in a light colour (you could draw onto pale blue, green or yellow 

depending on the creature you are drawing!)  

Younger Children  

You may want to use the helpful guides 

on how to draw a koala or kangaroo in 

the resources pack. You may also want 

to add dots to the background of your 

Older Children  

You may want to focus on drawing a predator. 

Here is a tutorial on how to draw a Great White 

Shark.  
 

https://sydneylivingmuseums.com.au/stories/why-were-convicts-transported-australia
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3oyaQrwt6Pw&list=PLHLYbXwJFa7DP_j3tkOLuA8UuSLE31Ppo&index=36&t=0s
https://youtu.be/uauEz0T8GDw
https://www.nationalgeographic.org/media/rainbow-serpent/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XbmCDPn_HuM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XbmCDPn_HuM


picture, but keep it simple and all about 

your marvellous animal.  Top Tip: If you 

find it really tricky to draw an animal 

you can trace over the top of some of 

the photos included in the resources 

pack!  

There are some other tutorials on how to draw a 

Wombat, a Platypus and a Kookaburra. 

 

Remember to paint/colour in your background 

using dots to help to create an Indigenous 

Australian look.  

Challenge: Can you draw an animal 

without using a tutorial or anything to 

help you?  

 
Activity 7: Make a silhouette image of the Blue Mountains. 

 

Inspired by the Blue Mountains, we are going to make a silhouette picture. The Blue 

Mountains are so named because, from Sydney, they look blue. They are covered in vast 

forests of eucalypts (commonly called gum trees), which in the hot sun release a fine mist of 

eucalyptus oil from their leaves. The mist changes light, which makes the haze look blue at a 

distance. At sunset this can create beautiful colours. The Three Sisters is a very famous 

landmark in the Blue Mountains. You are going to make a silhouette (outline image) of the 3 

sisters! Watch this video!  

 

Resources: Felt tips OR paint OR colouring pencils.  

                  White paper (and blue, purple and oranges and yellows if you are using collage.) 

                  Scissors 

                  Black paper if you want to make a night-time image  

Younger children: To create a colourful 

background in an easier way, you can rip 

strips of blue and purple paper in long 

sections and then glue them down onto 

your paper. The draw the shape of the 

The Three Sisters onto black paper and 

glue them on top! Ta da!  

Older children: Draw your own version of The 

Three Sisters and create a version during the day 

(with sandy coloured rock and blue/purple 

background) AND one at night like the image 

below, so you can show the change of colours but 

try to keep the shapes the same.  

Challenge: To make it more interesting 

you could do the same as the Older 

Children section, but paint sheets of 

paper and then draw shapes which you 

layer onto the your piece of paper to 

create the art work. (You will be 

following in the food steps of artist 

Matisse if you do this!)  
 

Activity 8: Create your own dreamtime creature.  

 

Listen to the story of Tiddalik the Frog, another dreamtime story. (The PPT is in the 

resources or attached)  

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=V7mQm5doIwE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1sh4tuPGsFk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=s0pY2Qw5EQM
https://youtu.be/RPSOKi5FhTU


Think about all of the Australian animals you have explored over the past few days. Now 

design and draw your own animal and then make it 3D by using newspaper and papier mache 

or by making your own salt dough.  

 

This video helps you to understand how to make the basic structure out of newspaper and 

masking tape.  

Younger children: If you find it too 

tricky to make your own animal up, you 

can make your own Tiddalik the Frog 

using newspaper or salt dough. Use this 

video to help you make the 3D frog!  

Older children: Make your 3D creature and make 

sure you take photographs of it afterwards. Paint 

your creature once it has tried to try to make it 

look at realistic as possible. You could 

alternatively, try to use Indigenous Australian 

patterns and dots to decorate it, once you have 

added your base colour.  

Challenge: write your own dreamtime 

story which accompanies your creature. 

Does your creature help to make the 

billabongs (ponds) of Australia or the 

ocean and rivers? What else could it 

make? 

 
Activity 9: Design and make a boomerang.  

 

The boomerang is a famous tool used by indigenous Australians to hunt for animals. When 

thrown correctly, it can actually come back to you!! This video shows you how! Watch this 

video to give you some hints and tips for how to make a boomerang!  

Younger children: Tommy shows you how 

to make one using the template! This 

could be printed onto card and you could 

decorate it like the one in the resources 

pack, or you could decorate it in your 

own style.  

Older children: You could make a boomerang using 

3 layers of thick card which have been cut and 

stuck together. Decorate the boomerang using 

some of the Indigenous Australian patterns 

included in the resources.  

Challenge: Papier Mache over the top of 

your boomerang. (The video shows you 

how.) Let it dry and paint  a base colour 

and then add decoration once that’s dry.  

 

Your finished 

boomerang might look a 

bit like this…  

Activity 10: Design and make indigenous Australian clapping sticks 

 

Clapping sticks are a traditional indigenous Australian instrument, used for percussion. 

Indigenous Australians use these sticks during ceremonies and songs. People often decorated 

their clapping sticks, and the symbols used had a special meaning.   

 

Resources: sticks (or eat two lollipops and use the lollipop sticks!) paints and quite large paint 

brushes.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kMLnYIi-bcI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kMLnYIi-bcI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SJ61Y17s3bU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MJjoKXHlrag&feature=youtu.be


Younger children 

You may wish to use lollipop sticks for a 

less messy option or you can forage for 

sticks and decorate them using 3 

colours and black and white.  

Older children 

This is your chance to go foraging for sticks!! See 

what you can find! Decorate the bark and try to 

use 3 colours and black and white. This creates a 

better effect. You will find painting the bark 

more challenging so you may need to bush the 

bristles of the brush into the bark for better 

paint coverage.  

Challenge 

Create your own secret symbols to 

include on your clapping sticks. You could 

use a star for a hope for the future, a 

heart for love or you could create new 

shapes and symbols.  

 
Activity 11: Print a coral reef using vegetables or cardboard cut out. 

 

Watch David Attenborough’s introduction to the Great Barrier Reef. This amazing place is 

under threat due to something called coral bleaching. This video explains what corals 

bleaching is. The ocean is getting warmer due to climate change and this is killing the 

colourful corals and turning them white. (There is also a PPT to introduce the GBR)  

 

Resources: A grown up to help you!  

                  A large potato or other wide root vegetable OR a polystyrene base you find at 

the bottom of pizzas, or carboard.  

                  Paint 

                  Brushes 

                  Blue paper 

                  Paper clips (for older children) 

                  Glue and tape (for younger children)  

Younger children 

If you scroll down you can find a Go 

Jetters explanation of the great 

barrier reef here. 

 

There is a video here to show you what 

to do. Draw the shape of your favourite 

coral on a small piece of card. Cut your 

shape out and on the back of your 

cardboard stamp, add an extra piece of 

cardboard which you will hold onto when 

you are printing. This will be the base. 

You will need to glue this on and then let 

it dry before you use it.  

 

Older children 

This site has facts for older children. 

 

Make 3 different kinds of printing block a potato, 

you will need some adult help with this. Watch 

this video to help you.  You will then print onto 

blue paper, to create a beautiful colourful coral 

reef. Paint carefully onto the dried potato and 

use one colour at a time. Wipe each stamp clean 

and then paint a different colour on and repeat. 

Try your best to make it look as realistic as 

possible! You may also want to make some printing 

blocks of fish (from cardboard or potato) to add 

to your underwater world! 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EJXeMDVNsRk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fA6mpexcyN4
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/zdk26v4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8AdWml_aRck
https://greatbarrierreef.com.au/great-barrier-reef-facts-for-kids/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CCwe1HHCISQ


Paint onto your shape so that all of the 

stamp is covered and then press onto 

your paper!  

 

Use different colours to print onto the 

blue paper and make your own coral 

reef. You could even paint on some 

seaweed to add to the effect!  
 

Challenge Use your printing block 

(vegetable or cardboard cut out) and 

make a stunning colourful coral reef 

onto blue paper. Then make an 

alternative image on another sheet of 

blue paper using only white paint to 

represent the bleached coral. 

 
Activity 12: Create your own Deborah Kelly inspired creature.  

 

Every year in Sydney there is a biennale (that means a festival every two years,) which 

celebrates the work of contemporary art. (That means art which has been made recently 

rather than a long time ago.) Although Sydney is not the capital of Australia, it is the place 

where many artists and performer go to share and develop their work. One artist named 

Deborah Kelly has shown her work at the Sydney Biennale and all over the world. She is an 

Australian artist who uses collage to create delicate images. She uses pictures of animals 

and cuts them out to make strange new animal/human creatures!  

 

Resources: Old magazines 

                  Photos suitable for cutting up 

                  Glue 

                  Paper 

Younger children: 

Using an old magazine (or the pictures 

I’ve included) and some old photos, cut 

out shapes you like and make a whole 

new you. Can you give yourself wings or 

birds feet?  

 

Older children: 

Think about what you wish you could borrow from 

nature. Do you wish you could fly or swim under 

water? Now is your chance! Using collage, cut out 

animals and add a picture of your own head to it! 

Deborah Kelly is very careful and precise in the 

way she uses collage so try to make it look almost 

like a painting with very careful placement. (That 

means, be thoughtful about where you glue things 

down.) Your aim is to make things look as realistic 

as possible.   



Challenge: Deborah makes very 

textured backgrounds for her collages. 

Use a sponge and paint your paper first 

using two colours (but with some of the 

areas blended) to create an interesting 

background for your collage. It will look 

a bit like this.  

            

Activity 13: Paint a Sidney Nolan style picture.  

 

Watch this video about Sidney Nolan (1917—1992). He painted some very famous images of 

the Ned Kelly (a famous bush ranger who go into a lot of trouble in 1877) but he also loved 

painting the Australian landscape because of the brightness due to it being soooo sunny! 

Nolan didn’t try to make his painting look too real, he uses bright colours and tries to show 

feelings in his art work.  
 

Resources: Paper, paints or oil pastels, images to copy and images of Sydney Opera House.  
                     

Younger children: Look closely at the 

image of Wimmera. Can you make your 

own version using pastels/colouring 

pencils? Think about the colours he used 

and try to only use those colours. 

 
 

Older children: Try to recreate this image. 

Although it looks simple, look at the bright 

colours and the way they blend into one another. 

Try your best to keep looking at the painting and 

to copy it as best as you can.  

 
 

Challenge: Look at the images of the 

Sydney Opera House. Can you paint a 

Sidney Nolan style painting (or you could 

use colouring pencils) which uses bright 

colours and has a sense of fun and 

simplicity. It doesn’t need to look too 

real!  

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CNsYCITPBDk


Activity 14: Make an installation of your artwork.  

 

Arrange all of the things that you have made, in a beautiful way. Try to create a corner of 

your living room or bedroom where you can hang your garland and snake, so you add some 

height. Then place the painting and images that you have made at different heights to make 

your very own art gallery.  

 

Younger children: Ask an adult to help 

you to hang up your garland and check if 

you are allowed to add things to your 

walls using blue or if you can add them 

to an existing shelf. (But with 

permission!) Then invite your family to 

view all of your art work.  

 

Older children: Can you think of any other way of 

making someone feel welcome – could you create a 

route through all of your art work? Could you 

invite an adult to use your clapping sticks? 

Perhaps you could play some Australian music or 

make your own slide show of images of Australia 

to make your visitor feel like they are in 

Australia. Make sure you invite your family to view 

all of your art work!  

Challenge: Make 

frames for your art 

work out of 

cardboard – you 

could even paint your 

frames in any colour 

you like and then 

stick your art work 

onto the inside of 

each frame.  

This is an 

installation made 

by Jeremy 

Deller. He even 

included a bed, 

photographs and 

other artwork to 

create one 

entire piece of 

art.  

Activity 15: Make a recording or photograph your work.  

Most artists will keep a record of the work that they have made, either through film or 

photography. This is their way of being able to look back on their work, especially if their 

work is made out of something which will not last. (Some artists make things out of grass, so 

photos are their only record!)  

Younger children: 

Take some photos of what you have done 

over the past week. Take some photos 

of your favourite piece and the thing 

that you found the most tricky to make! 

Ask an adult to help you send them to 

your teacher or to Mrs H-L!  

Older children: 

Make a video and take us on a tour of your 

artwork. Try to answer these questions. What was 

your favourite thing to make and why? What did 

you find the most challenging? Why? Did you learn 

anything new from art week? Did you learn 

anything about Indigenous Australian culture?   



Challenge 

Think of an unusual way to present your 

gallery. Can you surprise us? Can you 

share anything else that you found out 

about Australia? You could also do your 

own ‘How to make…’ video and share that 

with your teacher and/or Mrs H-L.  

 
This artwork is made out of real grass!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


