
   

 

 
Dear Parents, Carers and Friends 

It was lovely to welcome so many parents to the school’s first Black History Week assembly. Each of 

the classes presented some work they had been looking at in class, which included poetry by 

Benjamin Zephaniah, music from Bob Marley, and sporting achievements of black athletes past and 

present, as well as reflecting on the contribution from xxx during the first World War. I hope that we 

have raised awareness that many groups and cultures have contributed to the development of 

Britain over the centuries – and indeed, that many different communities are contributing to our 

school today. 

A large portfolio celebrating the children’s work will be in display in the reception area, so please 

take a look and see what the children have been doing. Our themed week next half-term will be 

focusing on the national anti-bullying week, so please join us for our next whole school presentation 

on Friday 17th November.  

Our hugely supportive PTA are hard at work planning Christmas fundraising events for our school. 

The first of these will be the chance to purchase a range of personalised gifts featuring a piece of art 

work created by your child. Items such as mugs, note pads, coasters, Christmas cards and wrapping 

paper in your child’s design will all be available in time for Christmas presents!  

In school this week, children will complete their artwork, and the finished design and order forms will 

be sent home this week on Friday 13th October. All completed order forms must be returned to 

school no later than Thursday 19th October to ensure a delivery for Christmas. A percentage of the 

money paid for each item is shared back with our school, and we hope your children enjoy taking 

part. 

I am pleased to see that many of you have already booked your parents evening appointments using 
ParentMail. If you haven’t already done so, please book before the appointment system closes at the 
end of this week. If you are unable to book an appointment online, please speak to the office.  

We are looking to appoint another person to work in Kidz Club after school. If you are interested in 
working at the club or know someone else who might be, and would like to know what is involved, 
please speak to either Miss Pirie, the Kidz Club Leader, or directly to me. 

 

Yours sincerely 

 

 

 

 

Mrs J. Settle - Headteacher 
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Superstar Learners of the Week!  

I am delighted to list the names of the children to be awarded Star of the 

Week in the first full week of the school year! You have demonstrated a 

growth mindset, and worked hard to achieve your certificates – we are all 

enormously proud of your efforts! 

Class Name  Class Name 

FSU 
Lewis T.  Y3-N Oliver T. 

-  Y4-T Gabby W. 

Y1-H -  

Y5-S 
Millie C. 

Y1-S -  Felix  

Y2-S Thomas A  Y6-G Sammie N. 

Y2-HL Precious I.  Y6-H Mace O 
 

Attendance 

At the end of last year, the annual attendance at Sandhills School was 95.58%, which is well below 

the national average of 96.1%. This year, the school has set an ambitious target of at least 96.5%, 

which with your help and support, I am sure can be achieved.  

 

Class Attendance  Class Attendance 

FSU-C 97.7%  3N 98.4% 

FSU-M 94.5%  4T 97.6% 

1H 98.1%  5S 97.9% 

1S 96.4%  6G 96.4% 

2S 97.1%  6H 97.4% 

2HL 96.1%    

 

The attendance overall is 97.2%, which is above our target. Please support the school to maintain 

this attendance target.  

Early in September, the number of children arriving late had improved, however, over the last week 
there appears to have been an increase in the number of children who arrive after 8:45am. Please 
ensure your child arrives on time and ready for learning. 
 
 

Readers wanted! 

We are hoping to provide the opportunity for all children in Key Stage 1 to read to an adult at least 

four times a week. This is a huge challenge, and one I am politely asking you to help me with! If you 

have an hour or so free each week, and would like to share the joy of reading with one of our 

younger children, please leave your name with your child’s class teacher.  



   

 

Sports Club Update 

Athletics Club  

The children in Years 5 and 6 have been working on sprint starts and standing long jump techniques 

and took it upon themselves to challenge themselves, to push themselves, to aim for that extra little 

bit of effort, that extra few inches, that extra bit of focus …. and it has been amazing! We have the 

basis for a wonderful athletics team, who I am sure will do well in our upcoming Athletics 

competitions. A very special group of Athletes. 

 

Basketball Club  

We have been working on our handling skills, our appreciation of space, when to pass and when to 

dribble with the ball. We have some very talented children who have shown wonderful teamwork, a 

great competitive streak, but also a very respectful outlook towards each other.  

We hope to be able to challenge other schools to a match or two, soon. 

 

Ball Skills  

The children in Basket Ball Club come from Years 1 and 2 and have been learning catching, passing 

and receiving skills and trying to use those skills in game situations. We’ve had a lot of fun playing 

some new games and challenging ourselves to improve our skills. 

 

Well done to everyone! Mr Cobb 

 

Cheques 

The introduction of ParentMail and the facility to pay online appears to be 

well received by parents and carers. If you do need to pay a payment by cash 

or cheque, please can I remind parents that cheques should be made out to 

Oxfordshire County Council and not Sandhills Community Primary School.  

 

 

Rock’n’roll Band 

Please note that the Rock’n’roll band due to start next term with Paul Morris, is open to children 

from years 2 to 6. Please refer to 3rd October newsletter for further details.  

 

Mr Taylor’s Technology Spot 

‘Topmarks’ is a website with some great maths games on. There are some great ones for 
practising times tables and many of the games are tablet friendly. I personally enjoy playing 
‘Hit the Button’ - let me know what your high score is!  
https://www.topmarks.co.uk/maths-games 

 



   

 

 

Eco Warriors’ Top Tip 

To save on paper, why not change your bills and bank statements to digital copies. You can 
usually change your settings in your accounts to ensure you no longer receive bills by post.  
 
 

 

Class Celebration Assemblies  

We hope that you can come and celebrate the effort and achievements of the children 
each week at 2:20pm in the hall.  

Date Class 
 

Date Class 

Friday 13th October Y2-S  Friday 17th November Whole School 

Friday 20th October Y5-S  Friday 24th November Y1-H 

Friday 3rd November Y1-S  Friday 1st December Y3-N 

Friday 10th November Y4-T 
 

Friday 8th December 
No assembly 

Xmas Fair! 

 

KEY DATES FOR THE AUTUMN TERM 

Date Event 

Wednesday 11th October Nasal Flu Vaccine – EYFS & Years 1-4 

Tuesday 17th October Parent Consultations 

Wednesday 18th October Parent Consultations 

Friday 20th October Halloween Bake-Off Competition 

Monday 23rd – Friday 27th October  HALF TERM 

Friday 3rd November Monster Ball Disco 

Monday 13th November  INSET – School closed for staff training 

Monday 27th November Whole school visit to Oxford Playhouse 

Friday 8th December Christmas Fair 

Tuesday 19th December – 2:00pm End of term 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 



   

 

 

Dear Parents and Carers 

Sandhills Primary School PTA would like to thank you all for the enormous support that you have 

given over the course of this year. We have experienced a fantastic year of fundraising for our school 

so far and the money raised continues to provide activities and experiences for our children to enjoy. 

We are sure that you will be interested to know where the money has been spent, our Summer Fair 

raised £2,084.77, the Cinema Clubs raised £128.00 and the fabulous school disco raised £437.45. We 

continue with cake sales and quiz evenings which also contribute £693.59. 

All of these fantastic and fun events mean we have been able to fund the following; 

• New iPads 

• Wet Weather outfits 

• Year 6 Leavers gifts 

• Annual Pantomime Visit 

 

The School Library 

As you will probably be aware our new Head Teacher has been instrumental in organising a fabulous 

new space for the children to enjoy in the form of the new school Library, we even have a famous 

author in residence Cas Lester assisting us with the development and design of the space. The PTA 

has contributed £2,000 towards this which we hope will be a fantastic area for our children for years 

to come. 

 

We are absolutely delighted to have raised so much money for the school, but we could not have 

done this without your help and support. We would like to say a huge ‘Thank-you’ to all of you for 

helping in our efforts and at our events. 

Please do let us know if you have any ideas for future fundraising events, you do not need to be a 

member of the PTA to provide us with your input, you can contact one of the PTA or the school at 

any time. 

Our next event is the Halloween Bake-Off scheduled for 20th October, we are looking forward to 

seeing all the creativity from the children. 

Best wishes 

 

Sam Berry (Chair) 

Charlotte Woodward (Secretary) 

Sandhills PTA Committee 
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