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3rd October 2017

Dear Parents, Carers and Friends
The governors, my colleagues and I work hard to provide the very best education for your children
and believe that the partnership between school and home is key to ensuring that the children in our
care thrive and reach their full potential. Each year, we reflect on the successes from the previous
year and analyse data collected from a range of areas such as the questionnaires from parents’
evening, pupils’ views, assessment data and staff audits. From this, we create a plan for further
development, and identify the key areas that the school will focus on during the coming year.
This year, we would like to share this development plan with you. It is a brave step to put our cards
on the table for you all to see! The school’s ambition is to reach ‘outstanding’, but there is much to
be done in order to achieve this. However, I believe that if we work together towards the same aims,
with vision, passion and commitment, Sandhills School will flourish. Please see the full school
development plan at the end of this newsletter. I will keep you informed of our progress towards
achieving these aims in the newsletter each term.
As you may know, since the start of the academic year, Mrs Wyatt has been unwell. We wish her a
speedy recovery and look forward to welcoming her back in to school. During her absence, we have
been very short-staffed in the office. This meant that, unfortunately, the arrangements for the
children’s photographs on Thursday last week did not run as smoothly as I would have liked, and for
this I apologise.
Unfortunately, the photographers have had some problems with their proofs and will retake the
siblings photographs affected by this on Thursday 2nd November in the afternoon, which will be in
good time for parents who want the photographs as Christmas presents. We will contact those
parents who this affects.
The details for all children’s families have now been entered in to ParentMail. We hope that we will
shortly be able to make full use of its capabilities, and that it will ensure a more efficient way of
communicating school information directly to your email account. If you have not received an email
to register, please speak to Mrs Jones in the school office.
ParentMail offers a facility for parents and carers to book parent consultations online, so we are
going to give this a try. I do hope there aren’t any teething problems, but please bear with us!
ParentMail will be available to book your appointments from Thursday 5th October at 6pm. Parent
consultations will be on Tuesday 17th and Wednesday 18th October. If you are unable to book an
appointment online, please speak to the office.
Sadly, it has been mentioned to me that some parents collecting children have heard inappropriate
language from other adults. I’m sure that I do not need to ask you all to remember to set a good
example to the children while you are at school.
Thursday 5th October is an important day for school meal funding, for children in the Foundation
Stage and years 1 and 2. Please support us by choosing a school dinner tomorrow.
October is national Black History Month. Please come and join us on Friday at 2pm to celebrate with
us.
Yours sincerely
Mrs J. Settle - Headteacher

Superstar Learners of the Week!
I am delighted to list the names of the children to be awarded Star of the
Week in the first full week of the school year! You have demonstrated a
growth mindset, and worked hard to achieve your certificates – we are all
enormously proud of your efforts!
Class
FSU

Name

Class

Name

Lacey-Mae L.

Y3-N

Hamza S.

Jamie-Lin H.

Violet W.

Y4-T

Y1-H

Connor-Jay C.

Zoe R.

Y1-S

Eve H.

Y5-S

Freddie L.

Y2-S

Harry R.

Y6-G

-

Y2-HL

Tyler M.

Y6-H

Otis TW

*Children in the Foundation Stage Unit will join in later in the term

Attendance
At the end of last year, the annual attendance at Sandhills School was 95.58%, which is well below
the national average of 96.1%. This year, the school has set an ambitious target of at least 96.5%,
which with your help and support, I am sure can be achieved.
The table below shows the attendance for each class since the start of term, the number of days
taken as unauthorised holiday and the number of mornings children have arrived late.

Attendance

Holiday in
days

Late
mornings

Attendance

Holiday in
days

Late
mornings

FSU-C

97.0%

5

2

3N

98.9%

0

4

FSU-M

93.6%

8

2

4T

97.9%

0

5

1H

97.9%

0

26

5S

97.9%

0

10

1S

95.7%

0

22

6G

96.5%

2

8

2S

97.0%

0

22

6H

97.6%

0

19

2HL

97.2%

0

20

Class

Class

As you can see, the attendance in some classes since the start of term is below the school target.
However, attendance overall is 97.2%, which is above out target. Please support the school to
maintain this attendance target.
Early in September, the number of children arriving late had improved, however, over the last week
there appears to have been an increase in the number of children who arrive after 8:45am. Please
ensure your child arrives on time and ready for learning.

Readers wanted!
We are hoping to provide the opportunity for all children in Key Stage 1 to read to an adult at least
four times a week. This is a huge challenge, and one I am politely asking you to help me with! If you
have an hour or so free each week, and would like to share the joy of reading with one of our
younger children, please leave your name with your child’s class teacher.

Cycling
I would like to politely remind parents and children that in the interest of keeping
everyone safe, cycling is not permitted on the school site. Please dismount from
your bicycle before entering the school grounds and store your bicycle or scooter
in the designated racks situated in the playground or behind the office. Thank you
for your support.

Guitar Lessons
Starting from after half-term, we are delighted to offer guitar lessons to year 3 - 6. Nick
Brakespear will visit classes in Key Stage 2 next week to wet their musical appetite. Nick teaches in
schools around Oxfordshire and has 25 years worth of live experience. He teaches in groups of 2-3
and offers students an opportunity to learn chords and strumming patterns to their favourite pop
songs and melodies like the Star Wars theme tune. They will also learn notation. He also uses the
Trinity College 'Rock and Pop' syllabus to give students an idea of their grade and level. Taking an
exam is an option and Nick is happy to support your child through their guitar exams.
Lessons cost £35 for a 6 week term. Lessons will run for 20 minutes during school hours. For more
information please visit the website www.nickbrakespearmusic.co.uk and email him on
nickbreakspearmusic@hotmail.com

Rock’n’roll Band
Ever fancied being in a rock’n’roll band? I will be holding a music group for years 2-5 on Fridays after
school after half-term. There'll be lots of singing and lots of drumming and of course we’ll be
plugging into some electric guitars! It'll be alot of fun and our aim is to hold a concert for your
parents and friends!
Numbers will be limited to 12, first come first served - please email me
at paul.morris@oxfordhealth.nhs.uk or call me on 0779 064 6028 to reserve a place.
Sessions will cost £5 each, payable by cheque or BACS (£35 per term). It will be held on Fridays from
3-4pm in the library, from Friday November 3rd until Friday December 15th.

Mr Taylor’s Technology Spot
‘Topmarks’ is a website with some great maths games on. There are some great ones for
practising times tables and many of the games are tablet friendly. I personally enjoy playing
‘Hit the Button’ - let me know what your high score is!
https://www.topmarks.co.uk/maths-games

Eco Warriors’ Top Tip
If your child would like to learn the 'recycling song' at home, point them in the direction of
the wastebuster website!
There are videos and other exciting activities to learn about sustainability in an exciting way!
http://www.wastebuster.co.uk/

Class Celebration Assemblies
We hope that you can come and celebrate the effort and achievements of the children
each week at 2:20pm in the hall.
Date

Class

Friday 6th October – 2pm

Date

Class

Whole School

Friday 10th November

Y4-T

Friday 13th October

Y2-S

Friday 17th November

Whole School

Friday 20th October

Y5-S

Friday 24th November

Y1-H

Friday 3rd November

Y1-S

Friday 1st December

Y3-N

Friday 8th December

No assembly
Xmas Fair!

KEY DATES FOR THE AUTUMN TERM
Date

Event

Wednesday 11th October

Nasal Flu Vaccine – EYFS & Years 1-4

Tuesday 17th October

Parent Consultations

th

Wednesday 18 October

Parent Consultations

Friday 20th October

Halloween Bake-Off Competition

rd

th

Monday 23 – Friday 27 October
rd

HALF TERM

Friday 3 November

Monster Ball Disco

Monday 13th November

INSET – School closed for staff training

th

Whole school visit to Oxford Playhouse

Monday 27 November

Friday 8th December
th

Tuesday 19 December – 2:00pm

Christmas Fair
End of term

Sandhills School Development Plan 2017-18
The School Development Plan is organised under the key areas from Ofsted.
1. Leadership and Management
a. To develop the role of the Deputy Headteacher, English and Mathematics
Co-ordinators to strengthen the leadership team
b. To develop the role of non-core subject coordinators e.g. science, art etc
c. To develop the role of the School Business Manager to ensure efficient systems and
procedures in the school office
d. To strengthen the role of the governors to evaluate the impact of school
improvement
2. Teaching, Learning and Assessment
a. To provide deeper challenge for pupils learning
b. To develop a set of skills to empower pupils to become better learners
c. To continue to develop an effective assessment system
3. Personal development behavior and welfare
a. To improve levels of attendance and punctuality
4. Early Years Foundation Stage
a. To improve attainment in reading and writing
b. To close the attainment gap between boys and girls
c. To develop Forest School to actively engage all children, addressing boys in
particular, in purposeful learning (which is extended to whole school)
5. Outcomes for Pupils
a. To close the attainment gap between boys and girls
b. To raise standards in writing
c. To increase the number of children who achieve mastery in core subjects
d. To close the attainment gap between all pupils and those pupils eligible for pupil
premium support

Halloween

Halloween
Halloween themed
Bake-Off competition
Friday 20th October 2017

open to all pupils
1st and 2nd prizes for KS1 and KS2
All cakes to be in by 9am to be judged by Mrs
Settle’s nominated judges.
BAKE SALE at 3pm – all donations
welcome (parent and child bakes)

