
   

 

 
 

Dear Parents, Carers and Friends 

This year we have set ourselves the challenge of achieving the School Games Mark, a government 

lead scheme set up in 2012 to reward schools for their commitment to the development of 

competition across their school and into the community. Our aim at Sandhills is to achieve the silver 

award at the end of this academic year, ensuring competitive sport has a high priority and providing 

more children with the opportunity to compete and achieve their personal best.  Mr Cobb is working 

hard to achieve this and will keep you updated of progress periodically in the newsletter.  

Last week we welcomed Eric Bossward from St Marys Church of Barton and Sandhills, to lead our 

whole school assembly on Monday. He shared with us the parable of the Good Samaritan from the 

Bible which teaches us to take responsibility for our thoughts and actions towards other people and 

show respect for everyone, without discrimination. We look forward to his next visit in December.  

Our patron of reading, Cas Lester, is starting a Children’s Book Club with BBC Radio Oxford, which will 

go out once a month. She will be visiting schools in the county and talking to children about books, 

giving young readers the opportunity to share what they think about them. The discussions will be 

recorded and edited ahead of time, before being part of a live radio show.  

Children at Sandhills are to star in the first programme! Cas and Lilley Mitchell from the BBC will be 

visiting Sandhills on Tuesday 31st October to make the first programme. All the children in Key Stage 

1 will be reading a specially selected picture book on the day of the recording. 

The children in years 3 and 4 will review ‘Mr Penguin and the Last Treasure’, by Alex T. Smith. The 

teachers are reading the book to the children this week.   

Unfortunately, not all the children in year 5 and 6 will have the opportunity to take part on this 

occasion as we only have a few copies of each book, but we are encouraging as many children as 

possible to get involved. The book Cas has chosen to review with them is ‘The Wizards of Once’ by 

Cressida Cowell. If your child is chosen to take part, we will let you know. The programme is due to 

be aired on 1st November during the Lilley Mitchell Show. This is a wonderful opportunity for our 

children to read for a purpose and share their views on newly released books. Good luck everyone! 

 

Yours sincerely 

 

 

 

 

Mrs J. Settle - Headteacher 
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Superstar Learners of the Week!  

I am delighted to list the names of the children to be awarded Star of the Week. 

You have demonstrated a growth mindset, and worked hard to achieve your 

certificates – we are all enormously proud of your efforts! 

Class Name 
 

Class Name 

FSU 

Thomas D. 

Matthias M. 

 Y2-HL Avi A. 

Y3-N Lyla R. 

Megan C.  Y4-T Ella-May M. 

Y1-H Harry T.  Y5-S Max B. 

Y1-S Malakai S.  Y6-G Fred B. 

 Lily K.  Y6-H - 

Y2-S Jude J.      

 

Attendance 

At the end of last year, the annual attendance at Sandhills School was 95.58%, which is well below 

the national average of 96.1%. This year, the school has set an ambitious target of at least 96.5%, 

which with your help and support, I am sure can be achieved.  

The tables below show the attendance for each class from the start of term to the end of last week. 

 

Class Attendance  Class Attendance 

FSU-C 98.2%  3N 98.0% 

FSU-M 95.2%  4T 97.1% 

1H 98.4%  5S 97.9% 

1S 96.9%  6G 95.8% 

2HL 95.9%  6H 97.8% 

2S 97.5%    

 

The attendance overall this term is 97.18%, which is above our target. Please support the school to 

maintain this attendance target.  

 
 

Readers wanted! 

We are hoping to provide the opportunity for all children in Key Stage 1 to read to an adult at least 

four times a week. This is a huge challenge, and one I am politely asking you to help me with! If you 

have an hour or so free each week, and would like to share the joy of reading with one of our 

younger children, please leave your name with your child’s class teacher.  

 



   

 

Kidz Club Worker 

We are looking to appoint another person to work in Kidz Club after school. If you are interested in 

working at the club or know someone else who might be, and would like to know what is involved, 

please speak to either Miss Pirie, the Kidz Club Leader, or directly to me. 

 

Group Photographs 

Unfortunately, Braiswick Photography have experienced problems with the proofs of some of the 

group photographs taken on 27th September and will retake the photographs on Thursday 2nd 

November in the afternoon. Families affected will be contacted this week. Braiswick have apologised 

for any inconvenience this may cause and have assured us that any purchases you may wish to make 

will arrive in good time for Christmas.  

If your child was ill on the day of the photographs, we will arrange for them to have a photograph 

taken.  

 

Sports Update 

This year we are really working hard on personal challenge and encouraging the children to improve 

their individual and team skills. I’m seeing some really enjoyable results already. 

This week saw the Year 3 class really rising to the challenge. They put together some wonderful 

exercise routines, which we were able to choreograph. Their teamwork and cooperative skills were 

excellent and I loved watching the children really pushing themselves in planning and then carrying 

out an exercise routine in 3 stages, that worked their arms, their legs and their whole body; a 

fantastic response to my exercise challenge! 

 

Athletics Club 

This week our athletes worked hard to extend their skills in javelin and vortex throwing. They all tried 

hard to improve their throws by working on their body position, take off leg and momentum at 

release point; all very technical. What an amazing bunch of athletes we have at Sandhills! 

 

Ball Skills Club 

We extended our skills in throwing and catching again, and really enjoyed improving our skills in our 

mini bench-ball challenge. I can already see children working on their accuracy and distance when 

throwing, while also improving their receiving skills. 

 

Basketball Club 

Another brilliant match was played by our young basketball players, showing considerable skills in 

dribbling, shooting, using space and moving off the ball. I also saw a huge improvement in decision 

making and tactical play. Hopefully we can continue to build on this with some school basketball 

matches. 

Well done to everyone! Mr Cobb 

 



   

 

Year 6 Secondary School Applications - URGENT REMINDER 

The deadline for applications for secondary school places is Tuesday 31st October. It is important 

that parents complete their child's secondary school application by this deadline, as late applications 

will be processed later next year and you may not get a place at one of your preferred 

schools.  Further information is available at www.oxfordshire.gov.uk 

 

ParentMail & Childcare Voucher Payments for Kidz Club After 

School and Breakfast Clubs 

Last week we issued the invoices for Breakfast Club.  We anticipate issuing the After School Club 

invoices this week.  Parents who use Childcare Vouchers can continue to pay the charges using their 

vouchers.  Once the school has received the payment and notification of payment via this method, 

we will update ParentMail accounts. 

 

PTA Christmas Artwork Orders 

There has been some confusion surrounding the Christmas artwork orders. Please make cheques 

payable to: Sandhills Community Primary PTA. Cash is also acceptable. Please send the correct 

amount in a sealed envelope to the main office.  

There is one free Christmas card for each order placed.  

Please ensure all orders are returned to school by Thursday 19th October at the latest.  

 

Mr Taylor’s Technology Spot 

I've been looking around this week for a good educational games website. I ended up 

on http://www.arcademics.com/ which has lots of fun educational games. I particularly enjoyed the 

Grand Prix Multiplication game. You can filter games by subject (although most are maths games) 

and by year group (it is an American site so age is listed in "grades" - Grade 1 = Year 2, Grade 2 = Year 

3 etc.). I look forward to hearing how you get on! 

 

Class Celebration Assemblies  

We hope that you can come and celebrate the effort and achievements of the children 
each week at 2:20pm in the hall.  

Date Class 
 

Date Class 

Friday 20th October Y5-S  Friday 24th November Y1-H 

Friday 3rd November Y1-S  Friday 1st December Y3-N 

Friday 10th November Y4-T 
 

Friday 8th December 
No assembly 

Xmas Fair! 

Friday 17th November Whole School      

http://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/
http://www.arcademics.com/


   

 

KEY DATES FOR THE AUTUMN TERM 

Date Event 

Tuesday 17th October Parent Consultations 

Wednesday 18th October Parent Consultations 

Friday 20th October Halloween Bake-Off Competition 

Monday 23rd – Friday 27th October  HALF TERM 

Tuesday 31st October Cas Lester – BBC Radio 

Friday 3rd November Monster Ball Disco 

Monday 13th November  INSET – School closed for staff training 

Monday 27th November Whole school visit to Oxford Playhouse 

Friday 8th December Christmas Fair 

Tuesday 12th December  KS2 Carol Concert 

Tuesday 19th December – 2:00pm End of term 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



   

 

 

 

 

 
 

Friday 3rd November 2017 

FSU & KS1 5-6pm 

KS2 6.15pm – 7.15pm 

£1.50 per child  
Includes unlimited squash 

Optional instant photos £2.50 

Pupils of Sandhills School only 

Fancy Dress Optional 

Present 


